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Minutes of the Dundee and District Philatelic AGM, held at Dundee Arts Society Rooms, 

Roseangle, Dundee, from 7:30pm on Thursday 26th April 2018 

Present 

David Millar (President and chairing the meeting), Charles Lloyd, Colin Campbell, Sandra Campbell, Ambrose 
Crosbie, David Dobson, Robert Duguid, David Easson, Sandy Forbes, Ron Goodfellow, Marji Kennedy, 
Norman Kelso, Francis Podger, Harry Jackson, Peter Dix. 

Apologies for absence 

Sandy Sloss, Alec Steele 

Minute of Silence 

A minute of silence was observed in memory of two members who had died during the year, Dennis Collins 
and George Soutar. 

Minutes of the AGM of the 27th April 2017 

Accepted as true and full account 

Matters arising from these minutes 

None 

Agenda 

This was accepted. Two items were added under AOB: 1) Proposals for honorary membership, 2) Consider 
changes to the structure of meetings. 

Proposed syllabus 2018-9 

The syllabus for 2018-9 was presented. No corrections were required & no changes were suggested. 

Officer’s Reports 

President 

Membership continues to be a concern. A number of ways by which were might advertise ourselves and 
attract new members were suggested – produce a leaflet for libraries, put on displays (NB photocopies not 
original material) at libraries, use twitter, participate in National Stamp Day (6th May).  

Secretary 

Membership has fallen by 4 (2 new members, 2 deaths & 4 resignations) and now stands at 29. 
Consequently, the average attendance at meetings was down also.  Participation in member’s evenings 
continued to be low.  However, excellent material had been displayed. An evening to celebrate Dennis 
Collin’s philatelic life was very successful and rewarding with 12 members displaying appropriate material. 
There had not been an entry for the “Social Philately” shield but all 4 of the other competitions produced 
very worthy winners. We had prepared for the EU GDPR would come into force in May 2018. All members 
had been contacted and most responded, giving permission for us to keep personal detains on our database. 
No one had asked for their details to be removed. DDPS stores this information securely and uses it only for 
society business. 

Treasurer 

The treasurer reported a small surplus, £67, for the year 2017 which compared with £383 in the previous 
year. (Income had fallen while expenditure had risen.) The value of the Society’s investment had increased 
significantly and the balance of cash deposited in the Clydesdale Bank had increased slightly. He concluded 
that our financial position was sound and that there was no need to increase the subscription for 2019.  

Packet Secretary 

David would like to see an increase in the number of buyers. One way would be to make the packet available 
to members of the Arbroath and Perth societies. We will have to pass an amendment to our constitution to 
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allow this. Only paid-up members of those societies could be added to the circulation list. As with Dundee 
members, each individual would be responsible for the safekeeping of a packet in their possession. At the 
end of 2017 there was £543 in the Packet Account, an increase of just under £200 from the previous year, 
and £60 had been given to general funds during the year. 

Librarian 

Work on the catalogue continued. In this era of IT the library is still seen to be relevant with members 
continuing to enquire about whether we have books on particular topics. 

Representative to ASPS 

Norrie hoped that we will consider nominations for the McConnell Medal and for the Award of Merit. 
(Suggestions to the President.) It had been many years since either had gone to a Dundee member. Host 
societies for the 2019, 2020 and 2021 Congresses are known. The Conference had been moved to a warm & 
comfortable venue. This year the Tom Reilly lecture had been delivered by PowerPoint (though the actual 
sheets are still displayed in the hall).  

Publicity Officer 

As in previous years, reports of our meetings were sent to the local press (Courier) and philatelic press (ABPS 
News) and the results were usually positive. Details of the upcoming meeting were occasionally reported in 
the Courier’s “What’s On”. Reports and photographs of all meetings are to be found on our website. Details 
of meetings appear on the Dundee Council website and A4 notices are sent to all libraries and to Cornucopia 
Collectors. 

Webmaster 

The new website was now operational and private areas can be accessed using individual passwords. A 
number of members are yet to change the assigned password to one of their own choice. The GDPR are 
followed. There is now a section on articles published by members. The site’s usage is healthy, accessed 
using Internet Explorer, Chrome, Edge and Safari browsers.    

Newsletter 

There will be a newsletter in 2018 with Chalmers & the Discovery Walk as the feature article. 

Dinner 

There will be a Society Dinner in 2019. The preferred venue is the Invercarse Hotel and May the preferred 
date. 

Proposed DDPS Officers 2018-9    

Two Committee members were required. Francis Podger and Marjorie Kennedy were nominated. The 
Secretary knew that both Francis & Marjorie would accept the appointment if offered. The meeting agreed 
unanimously to their appointments.  

AOB 

1) There were proposals to offer honorary membership to Elspeth Collins and to Richard Young. These 
were popular proposals and the meeting agree to this by acclamation.  

2) A member recognised that many visitors travel significant distances to give their displays. Finishing 
the meeting (as we do) at 9:30pm could lead to them arriving home very late. He suggested that 
perhaps on such evenings we might not have officer’s reports between Part 1 and Part 2. There was 
a lively discussion. Everyone recognised that there was some merit in this but many agreed that we 
need to receive information that has be given on that day [for example, confirming Society members 
going to visit other societies (as a “team”) taking place before our next meeting]. It was agreed that 
in the time it took the visitor to change his display urgent / important information would be allowed. 
When the changeover was completed the visitor would resume his display.  


