
 

Librarian’s Report 2019 

The current Library group remains as Peter Dix, Norrie Kelso and myself. 
 
(As 2017 report with minor updating changes) 
We continue to meet on the third Thursday morning of every month unless circumstances dictate otherwise. 
“Phase 1” determined the cataloguing system, unique to DDPS (but there have been subtle alterations in later Phases). 
“Phase 2”, which was inserting Ex Libris stickers (where needed) and writing on these, both the section where the book 
will be housed (highlighted in red on the paper listing) as well as any cross-referencing deemed useful, is now finished, 
apart from the odd new book or a “lost” one suddenly appearing. 
We then moved onto “Phase 3” which was a general reorganising of the twelve cupboards, so that now the one which 
does not hold books but has the admin material and the coffee, etc, is now no. 12, the one furthest away from the window, 
rather than no. 9 in the corner of the L-shape.  So now no. 1, nearest the window, has those catalogued under Section A1, 
and the Library proper finishes in no.11 with Section X, which holds some of the ordinary Stamp Catalogues (as opposed 
to Auction Catalogues, which are in Section W). 
“Phase 4”, involved going through each cupboard, checking that we have each book’s details correct, inking the 
reference(s), dealing with any that have “appeared” and / or been missed before, stacking them in a way that they can 
easily be found, close to the order in which they appear in the listing by Section and sub-Section, and finally creating a 
new label for the inside of each cupboard. 
 
Phase 4 is now finished, including a tidying-up of Cupboard 12 (upper half – material for evening 
meetings, lower half – librarian’s material).  The 4-page directory, which includes indicating which 
cupboard each section and sub-section is in, is now available for members, and will be issued 
either by e-mail or by paper-copy for those without e-mail.  Every cupboard has a list on the inside 
of the door saying what sections and sub-sections are found within.  Only two sub-sections have 
had to be split between cupboards but this is clearly indicated in the directory. 
 
Work will resume shortly on a “final” version of the “finding mechanism” on the members’ only part 
of the website.  Of course, as books get added supplements will be required. 
 
The total number of books at the time of compiling this report is 786 but because of cross-
referencing there are 1050 lines in the current listing.  However, some recently arrived books have 
still to be added.  The full list of books comprises 50 pages, so the Council’s decision on my 
proposal as to how this will be made available to members will be given orally at the AGM. 
 
Phase 5 has just begun, which is dealing with the large cupboard halfway to the kitchen.  A verbal 
report will be given at the AGM as to decisions relating to this which the Council is discussing on 
4/4/19.  It may be that material will have to be reallocated from the eleven Cupboards, once we do a 
complete résumé of what this large cupboard holds.  Currently we suspect there are quite a number 
in the large cupboard similar to those in Cupboards 9 & 10 ie Auction Catalogues.  The volumes in 
this section which we have kept are generally those that concentrate on a special collection or of a 
particular area of the world and have copious wonderful illustrations for useful reference. 
 
As DDPS possesses one of the largest philatelic libraries in Scotland, with some books of antiquity 
and some that would not be easy to find elsewhere, this is a resource that we should treasure, and 
use either by consulting at evening or morning meetings, or by borrowing.  Questions are also being 
asked of me, which I am very happy to answer.  I was even asked by a fellow member of the East 
Africa Study Circle, who happens to live in Ulster, if I knew where he could consult a certain book.  I 
told him I had access to it, and I could probably photocopy the relevant pages for him but as yet he 
has not got back to me as he was going to look a little more locally!  I should see him again in June. 
 
More locally we are grateful for people who are giving us new material or books which are more up-
to-date than our existing copies, and as such the older versions are being offered to members. 
However, there are some books where we have kept older editions as well as more modern ones, 
in particular Stamp Catalogues in Cupboard 10 & 11, as the contents do vary from time to time.  
One former member (the expert on Transylvania) was delighted to find an old catalogue which gave 
him information that he had not been able to find in any modern version.  So, there is value in some 
of our decisions!  We just hope we continue to make the right ones in the future! 
 
Finally, my thanks to Peter Dix and Norrie Kelso for all their assistance in the “gang of three”! 
 

David Easson  (Hon. Librarian) 


